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DON'T SABOTAGE "THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE": 


It was to be expected that with American entry 
ato the war the reactionary forces which have 
wposed every social gain of recent years would 
me the needs of national defense to justify at- 
macks on the natiam's social gains. With our 
articipation in the conflict less than six months 
ud the campaign is well under way. Elsewhere in 
~is issue is outlined the attack on the Nation 1 
suth Administration, the CCC program, and the 
arm purchase and debt-rehabilitation programs of 
se Farm Security Administration, which have lift- 
4 the level of living for the nation's sharecrop- 
srs, tenant farmers andmigrant workers. Yet to 
me is the effort to sabotage the Social Security 
rogram, with its old-age pension provisions, aid 
9 the needy aged, blind, and dependent mothers 
md children. At the moment the attack centers 
m the gains of labor, especially the 40-hour 
week law and the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


The attack on the 40-hour week receives a good 
eal of popular support because those who are 
wack of it Pail to tell the truth - at least all 
‘£ the truth. To listen to or read the remarks 
-? certain Senators and Congressmen (usually from 
-oll-tax states) one would think that American 
-orkers are dropping their tools promptly when 
he whistle blows on Friday at 4o'clock and loi- 
ering until Monday morning at 8. As a matter of 
“act, this is utterly untrue. The actual figures 
show that labor is putting inallthe time demand- 
4 of it, that national defense production is up 
50 schedule, and in a good many instances ahead 
of schedule. In the vital war industries produc- 
sion is on the three-shift basis, staggered so 
-hat the factories are turning out needed materi- 
als not only 24 hours in the day, but 7 days 4 
yeek. With the work week in most defense indus- 
sries running 48 hours or more, labor will work 
sven longer hours when conditions demand. In 
some industries where the work week is still 40 
10urs it is principally because either the pro- 
duction schedule does not demand longer hours or 
because needed materials are not available. In 
3ome instances production managers have deliber- 
ately slowed down the rate of production rather 
than move at high speed forafew days and use up 
all raw materials and then face ashut-down until 
additional materials can be secured. 


What arethe facts? Donald Nelson, headof the 
WPB, Ralph Bard, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
= (Continued on page k) 
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JEWISH RABBIS DECLARE PRINCIPLES FOR WORLD PEACE 


The Central Conference of American Rabbis, the 
oldest rabbinical body in America, recently issued 
a satatementof principles of world reconstruction, 
which is being publicized by its Commission on 
Justice andPeace, under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Ferdinand M. Isserman, well known St. Louis clergy- 
man. The statement follows: 


"Judaism is a universal faith whose spiritual 
message has always been directed to all mankind. 
In this critical hour of human history, we, the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, in keep- 
ing with the tradition of the great prophets of 
Israel, whose work we are endeavoring to carry 
on in modern civilization, urge upon all men these 
moral principles ty which saciety can be made se- 
cure and human life decent and dignified. These 
moral principles must become the foundations of 
all governments. Upon all men we urge the duty 
of retaining faith in the Kingdom of God on earth, 
and the task and mission of working and sacrific- 
ing to realize it. We proclaim the following 
principles as the basis for a proper program of 
world reconstruction: 


"T, Basic to any civilization is the belief 
in the religious principle of man as a child of 
God. Therefore, man’s personality is sacred, his 
soul immortal. Thus, every man has inalienable 
rights which come from God and which all ather 
men must recognize. In this divine fellowship, 
men of all races, of all creeds are included, for 
in God's sight, all men are equal. 


"TT, Wars have brought a recurrent scourge 
upon the face of the earth, and to their speedy 
elimination all men must consecrate their lives 
and concentrate their energies. Toward the abo- 
lition of war and toward the establishment of a 
permanent and enduring peace, we urge the follow- 


ing program: 


"s, The extension toall peoples of the earth 
the opportunity for democracy. Men will never 
accept slavery, and freedom is the heart of human 
destiny. The totalitarian state cannot be toler- 
ated. Tyranny of every form must be destroyed. 
Any state which denies to human beings the right 
to self-government, which exalts the state above 
the individual and man above God, cannot endure. 


"hb, The development of facilities for trans- 
(Continued on page 4) 


FEDERAL AID TO NEEDY FARMERS ENDANGERED 


Under the guise of curbing 'non-defense spend- 
ing' reactionary forces in Congress, led by Repre- 
sentatives and Senators from 'poll tax' states and 
backed by organizations of farm owners and large 
land-holders, are attempting to liquidate the pro- 
gram whereby the government has for the past six 
years been attempting to lift the level one doles) 
for America's one-third disadvantaged families. 


First to come under attack was the CCC which 
took thousands of youth off the streets and put 
them to doing important work in forestry and soil 
erosion. There is ample testimony that this ser- 
vice has been worth to the nation many times what 
it cost. Attack has also been made on the NYA 
through which thousands of boys and girls have been 
enabled to secure an education. Now the attack 
centers onthe program of rehabilitation loans to 
sharecroppers, land purchase loans whereby tenant 
farmers are able to become land-owners, and the 
services rendered to migrant farm families who 
harvest our annual crop of fruits and vegetables. 


A joint Congressional committee recently recom- 
mended to the President that all land purchases by 
the Dept. of Agric. be eliminated for the duration, 
that the farm-tenant program be abolished and that 
the Farm Security Administration be liquidated. 


During the past six years the FSA has made re- 
habilitation loans to more than 900,000 low incomes 
farm families to enable them to add to their pro- 
duction capital and resources Many families are 
so hopelessly involved n debt to landlords, com- 
missary owners, and others that they are in a 
state of practical pecnacs. With its debt-adjust- 
ment policy the FSA has been able to adjust and 
pay off with federal loans millions of dollars of 
these old debts. These low-income families have 
through federal aid increased their total incomes 
more than $75,000,000 (35%) over that of the year 
before they received this aid. They have increas- 
ed their belongings and productive equipment (above 
all debts, including federal loans) nearly $80,- 
000,000 (21%). In 1940 the value of goods pro- 
duced for farm and hcme use increased more than 
60% above the figures of the year before they had 
the program. More than 22,000 tenant families 
have been aided to become land-owners through the 
Tenant-Purchase program. Payments on principal 
and interest, June 30, 1941 were 96.5% paid up. 
The estimatedcost of rehabilitating sucha family 
is $75 a year - relief costs $800. 


Why then this effort to liquidate so worthy an 
enterprise? Andwhy is the effort being supported 
by certain farmorganizations? Perhaps the answer 
can partly be found in the fact that sharecropper 
borrowers have been including in their debt state- 
ments money owed as back poll taxes and are reha- 
bilitating themselves as citizens and getting ready 
to vote against the vicious political system that 
entrenches an oligarchyin powerin poll tax states. 
A second reason is that the farm organizations, 
such as the Farm Bureau Federation, are large: 
controlled ty large farmers and plantation owners 
who have little orno sympathy with the sharecrop- 
per and tenant. Rep. Lambertson of K ansas inadvert- 
ently let the cat out of the bag when in debate 

(continued on page } 


INDIANA CHURCHES OPPOSE "BOND SUNDAY" PROGRAM 

Plans of the U.S. Treasury to use Indiana 4 
a testing ground for a "Bond Sunday” program hai 
to be abandoned because the churches of the Hoosie: 
state refused to agree to the use of Sunday foi 
this purpose or to the use of the churches as: a) 
instrument for helping to finance the war effort. 


Sunday April 12, was designated "Bond Sunday. 
State, district, county, and local committees wer 
Every Hoosier was to be urged to go t 


were togoto previously arranged places and si 
up for the number of bonds he and his family in 
tended to buy. Letters of approval were .sough 
from Hoosier religious leaders and state edito 
were the recipients of news releases showing h 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish churches are in 
vesting their permanent and building funds in w 
securities. 


—_ 


The plan failed and had to be withdrawn t 
weeks before the appointed date because the min 
isters and the churches refused to participate 
Refusal was based on the ground that Sunday is 
day of worship and that churches services are ser 
vices of worship which ought not to be used fo 
propaganda purposes. Ministers felt that shoul 
they accede to this request it would be but th 
forerunner of requests fromother sources and tha 
churches services would tend to degenerate int< 
gatherings to further the war effort. Only twe 
or three testimonials from important religious 
leaders were published. As aresult of oppositior 
the Treasury tactfully withdrew its plans and an- 
nounced that on April 2% there would be a house- 
to-house canvass instead. 


NORWEGIAN CHURCH LEADERS QUIT IN PROTEST 


Ever since the Nazi invasion of Norway the Nor 
wegian Lutheran Church has been the spearhead o1 
opposition to the puppes regime set up to gover 
the country under the leadership of Major Quisling, 
Recently when protests were made against efforts 
to.force young peoplé into fascist groups and a: 
gainst desecration of churches by storm troopers. 
Bishop Berggrav, headof the church, was notifies 
that he had been deposed as Bishop of Oslo an 
later that he had been dismissed. When the en.- 
tire college of bishops resigned Bishop Berggra’ 
and three of his assistants were arrested. It is 
reported that when they were brought before Quisl- 
ing, the puppet leader exclaimed, "You triple-head 
ed traitor! I ought to cut your head off!" 
which the Bishop is said to have replied, "Well 
here I am." When 100 pastors resigned, Quislin, 
had to back down. Dispatches say Hitler has sen 
a German commission to investigate. 


SOCIAL EDUCATION IN SUMMER CONFERENCES 


Two new social education courses have bee: 
added to the curriculum of young people's confer 
ences. "Working for a Just and Durable Peace’ 
takes the place of "Working for a Warless World. 
The findings of the Delaware conference form th 
basis of class discussion. "Working for Democra 
cy" follows the plan ofone of the missionar 
packets m Christianity and Democracy in America 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


On March 1, 1942 there were 2,093 men in Ci- 
ilian Public Service Camps as conscientious ob- 
sctors. It is expected that the total number 
the camps will be in the neighborhood of 4000 
the end of the year. 

HX 
Mexican authorities are taking sterm measures 
inst the threat of typhus which is becoming an 
mereasing menace in working-class districts and 
ums, especially of Mexico City. Biggest draw- 
ack in fighting the disease, which is commonly 
valent in the capital but recently has been 
ausing amuch larger numberof deaths than usual, 
sg the lack of an adequate water supply. Under 
jormal conditions water is turnedoff at 4 o'clock 
nm the afternoon and is scanty th rest of the day. 
the poorer districts landlords refuse to in- 
tall plumbing facilities. Hotwater is practical- 
unknown except in the wealthiest homes. Mexi- 
‘an Labor News, published ty the Press Department 
»f the Worker, University of Mexico, says that 
uime-tenths of the typhus could be eliminated if 
+t were possible for the people to bathe frequently. 

wee 


The American CivilLiberties Union, after learn- 
ng that members of the Southern Tenant Farmers' 
ion had been threatened and their meetings bro- 
en up at Carruthersville, Mo., posted a reward 
£ $500 with the sheriffof Pemiscot County, Mo., 
Por the arrest and conviction of the person or 
rsons responsible. 

Hee 

For the past two or three years mnicipal and 
sounty officials of Shelbyville and Connersville, 
d., have been proceeding with great legal harsh- 
ss against membersof Jehovah's Witnesses, with 
avy fines and prison sentences imposed ina nun- 
rofcases. The cases of two elderly women mem- 
mers of the sect convictedof sedition for refusal 
o salute the flag andfor distributing literature 
carried to the State Supreme Court, where the 
court reversed the conviction. Throughout Indiana 
in the last two or three years vigilante groups 
have been especially vigorous against this sect, 
seeking to compel salutes to the flag. This re- 
versal of over-zealous local tribunals by the State 
Supreme Caurt will no doubt havea salutary effect. 
The American Civil Liberties Union is attempting 
to get the two cases dismissed, as well as 75 
/other cases now pending. 


The National Religion and Labor Foundation will 
sponsor two traveling seminars this summer, one 
through the South, July 1-31 and the other through 
the Northwest, July 14-Aug-11. The primary pur- 
pose is to give “ministers, teachers, and students 
an opportunity to understand first hand the perils 
that threaten democracy, to witness daring experi- 
ments in social change, to learn to see all sides 
of controversial issues, andto equip them fbr the 
struggle to emancipate mankind from hunger and 
insecurity." Details will be supplied by Dr. 
Willard Upaaus, 106 Carmel St., New Haven, Conn. 

FRE 


The League for Industrial Democracy, 112 East 
19th St., New York will operate a summer school 
which aims to be ‘a laboratory of social action. 
‘For six weeks students willbe given vital contact 
with leaders in labor, cooperatives, civil liber- 

ties ,» minority groups, radical movements, etc. 


WHITE IMPERIALISM AT AN END, SAYS PEARL BUCK 
"We must realize, we citizens of the United 
States, and this whether Britain realizes it or 
not, that a world based on former principles of 
empire and imperial behavior is now impossible," 
says Mrs. Pearl Buck, long-time missionary, resi- 
dent of the Orient, and nowone of the most widely 
read novelists of the time. This statement is 
made in a pamphlet entitled "White Imperialism," 
written by Mrs. Buck, and published by the Post 
War World Council, 112E. 19th St., New York (10¢). 


"Race prejudice continues unabated among white 
people today, the Japanese are saying. Tokyo radio 
programs daily send their broadcasts over Asia in 
their campaign to drive out the white man. They 
dwell upon white exploitation of colored troops 
and cite mistreatment of Filipinos by the American 
militaryand similar treatmentof Indian troops by 
the English. Germany is helping Japan to stir up 
race hatred in Malaya, India andthe Philippines by 
insistingthat the interests of Asia lie with Japan 
and not with England and the U.S. 'The colored 
peoples,' Japanese propaganda says over and over 
again in a thousand forms, ‘have no hope of jus- 
tice and equality from the white peoples because 
of their unalterable race prejudice against us.' 


"Tt will be better for us if we recognize the 
danger in this Japanese propaganda. The truth is 
that the white man in the Far East has too often 
behaved without wisdom or justice to his fellow 
man. It is worse than folly - it is dangerous to- 
day - not to recognize the truth, for in Lombies 
the tinder for tomorrow. Who of us can doubt it 
who has seenawhite policeman beat a Chinese coo- 
lie in Shanghai, a white sailor kick a Japanese 
in Kobe, anEnglish captain lashout with his whip 
at an Indian vender - who of us, having seen such 
Oriental sights or having heard ths common contemp- 
tuoustalk of the white manin any colored country, 
can forgetthe fearful bitter hatredin the color- 
ed face and the blaze in the dark eyes? Who of us 
can bes stupid as not to see the future written 
there? The most dangerous human stupidity has 
been that the white race in the baseless pre judice 
through whicheven the meanest of white creatures 
has felt he could despise aking if his skin were 
dark ---. 


“We must make clear our determination for real 
democracy for all peoples with mutual responsibi- 
lity demanded of all to fulfill its conditions. 
Nor canwe postpone such decision for democracy by 
saying, 'Letswin this war first.' We cannot even 
win this war without convincing our colored allies 
- who are most of our allies - that we are not 
fighting for ourselves as continuing superior over 
colored peoples. The deep patience of colored 
peoples is at anend. Everywhere among them there 
ia the same resolve for freedom and equality that 
white Americans & British have, but it is a grim- 
mer resolve, forit includes the determination to 
be rid of white rule and exploitation and white 
race prejudice,and nothing will weaken this will--- shad 


While these words were written before the fall 
of Malaya & Singapore and before the failure of Sir 
Stafford Cripps’ mission to India, careful students 
of world affairs will seein much that has happened 
confirmation of Mrs. Buck's words. 


Jewish Rabbis Declare-(continusd from page 1) 
portation and commmication, especially of the 
airplane and the radio, have shrunk the work and 
brought people more closely together. In such a 
world international cooperation has become impera- 
tive. Such cooperation could best be effected 
through some international organization. The 
League of Nations was a good experiment in that 
direction. It was wrecked by nationalistic power 
politics. The welfare of future generations de- 
mands the creation of some parliament of nations 
which will adjust the differences between nations 
and create agencies for cooperative enterprise. 


"c. The laws of such a parliament of nations 
could be enforced through the establishment of an 
international police force, to be used to restrain 
aggressor or outlaw nations. The establishment 
of such a police force would make armaments un- 
necessary and would make universal disarmament 
practicable. 


"4d. The prophet Micah recognized that swords 
can only be beaten into ploughshares ‘when every 
man shall sit under his vine and fig tree and none 
shall make them afraid.’ Our age too mst recog- 
nize this. The widespread unemployment of men able 
and willing to work, the unnecessarily low stand- 
ards of living, the spectre of economic insecuri- 
ty, the fear of impoverished ald age, the inability 
to secure available medical treatment, the blight 
of child labor, and other similar social evils, 
create hostilities and hatreds which mar human life 
and jeopardize the peace ofall men. Social jus- 
tice for every man must be the cornerstone on 
which the structure of world peace is erected. 


"e. International cooperation must not be 
merely political. The raw materials of the world 
must be available to all children of men who need 
them. Nations met cease toregard each other as 
hostile competitors. The economy of the world 
mist be reorganized on the basis of friendly co- 
operation between all nations and all races and 
the recognition of the sacred rights and privi- 
leges of every individual. 


"III. Upon all men we urge the recognition 
that all wealth is of God and that individuals or 
nations which possess it are merely its stewards. 
Verily, 'The earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof.’ All that man possesses is but a tempor- 
ary trust. Ownership carries with it moral and 
social obligations. ‘Those who fail to recognize 
these social implications menace the well-being of 
society and delay the dawn of the kingdom of God. 
This moral law applies to all ownership, whether 
of power or of might, of authority or rulership, 
of the ownership cf land, machines or money. There 
must be nodomination of any class in society over 
any other on the basis of these possessions. 


"IV. Lastly, we urge all men in this crisis 
not to abandon their faith ‘in the goodness and de- 
cency of man, and in the eventual triumph of Jjus- 
tice and love. No defeatism, no lowered moral, 
no despair mst fill the hearts of humanity but 
high hopes, courageous confidence and umshakeable 
convictions that God is the final arbiter of the 
destinies of men and that His Kingdom will be eg- 
tablished in the not too far distant future. 'The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.'" 


Don't Sabotage-(continued from e 1 colum 1 
Robert Patterson, Assistant Secretary of War, anc 
Admiral Land of the Maritime Commission steppec 
into the breach at the behest of the Administra: 
tion. Lieutenant General William Knudsen was des- 
patched to Texas, Senator Connally's home state, 
to assure the people that production is going 
along satisfactorily. Donald Nelson told an Arm 
Day dinner group in New York that airplane pro- 
duction for Marchmet the schedules of this year’s 
60,000 plane goal, that Guarand rifles are being 
turned outso fast that every soldier who is sup- 
posed to have one is supplied, that tank produc- 
tion is ahead of schedule and that shipbuilding 
will likely meet this year's goal oc nine millior 
tons. WPB figures show that workers in machine 
tool production are working 55 hours; engine anc 
turbine builders, 51-1; aircraft workers, 48.7; 
shipbuilders, 48.2; machinery, 47.1; aluminum, 
45.9; iron and steel, 41.3. Not only is labor 
working longer hours, but strikes in defense in- 
dustries have dwindled to almost nothing. WPI 
figures for the first two weeks in March showe¢ 
only two strikes, involving 1800 workers in na- 
tional defense industries. On March 13, there 
were no defense strikes at all. (Time 3/30/42). 
Not only so, but labor has already voluntarilj 
surrendered some of its advantages to aid the na- 
tional effort, including double time for Sundays 
and holidays. The CIO and the AFL are getting 
together. On April 7, before 5,000 representa- 
tives of both organizations, President Philiy 
Murray of the CIO and William Green of the AFI 
pledged on behalf of ten million workers stead- 
fast and undivided support of the nation's war 
effort. Nothing could be more short-sighted thar 
to introduce into the labor situation laws and 
regulations that could only result in industrial 
conflict. Those who are responsible for the ex- 
pensively printed anti-labor propaganda shoul¢ 
think again. 


Federal Aid ered (continued from 2) 
on this issue he said, "What we need on the farms 
now are hired men, and Farm Security has the tend: 
ency to take hired men and make something else out 
of them.” In other words, opponents of FSA are 
concerned not so mich about ‘non-defense spending’ 
(which in this case is nearly all paid back with 
interest ), but in keeping sharecroppers and tenants 
from ever becoming anything but low-paid workers 
and supplying a reservoir of ill-paid labor for 
the plantation owners. 
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